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JUSTICE SYSTEM — AT-RISK YOUTH 

267. Mr I.C. BLAYNEY to the Minister for Corrective Services: 

With respect to government policies aimed at diverting people at risk—including Indigenous youth—away from 
the justice system, can the minister inform the house of some of the excellent new initiatives in this area that are 
outlined in this year’s state budget? 

Mr C.C. PORTER replied: 

I thank the member for his question. I take it that the point of the question is to provide some detail about the 
measures in this year’s budget and how they target people in the community who we know to be statistically at 
risk of offending. There was a very intelligent contribution from the member for Warnbro last night—a 
completely idiotic interjection, if I may say, on the Minister for Regional Development. His interjection was 
along the lines that we have a program of providing short-stay accommodation for some Indigenous people 
visiting Kalgoorlie and Broome, but that we are locking up other Indigenous people. That, effectively, was his 
interjection. Fact number one: the rate of Indigenous imprisonment under the previous Labor government 
increased from 34 per cent to 41 per cent. Under the Liberal–National government, it has decreased. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Thank you, members! 

Mr C.C. PORTER: Why does the member for Warnbro think it is that Indigenous prisoners unfortunately come 
from Kalgoorlie and Broome? Amongst other reasons, it is because there has not in the past been sufficient 
accommodation for people visiting those communities. Now, when we have an excellent program such as this, 
which is actually directed at decreasing Indigenous imprisonment, the best that the member for Warnbro can do 
is carp with a mindless interjection. Although he will talk about these things—opine, complain, and be 
compassionate in theory—he will not support practical things on the ground that will actually decrease 
Indigenous imprisonment. Does the member think that program should go ahead? I certainly believe it should, 
because it will decrease Indigenous imprisonment. One of the things that the Minister for Regional Development 
has realised is that a lot of the imprisonment — 

Point of Order 
Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: It is the usual expectation in this house that members have their questions answered. 
The member for Geraldton asked a question, and the minister seems to be having a conversation with the 
member for Warnbro rather than answering the question asked by the member for Geraldton. 

The SPEAKER: There is, in fact, no point of order, but it also disturbs me, member for Cannington; if I were 
the member for Geraldton, I would want an answer to the question. Minister for Corrective Services, I am 
looking forward to the answer. 

Questions without Notice Resumed 
Mr C.C. PORTER: Thank you, Mr Speaker. The last thing I want to do is disturb the member for Geraldton! 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Thank you, members!  

Mr C.C. PORTER: In this budget, we have targeted a range of initiatives for people in regional communities 
who are at risk of committing crimes. One of the things that the Minister for Regional Development has realised 
in distributing royalties for regions funding is that the regions account for about 10 per cent of the state’s 
population, about 16 per cent of reported crime and, interestingly, about 25 per cent of the prison population. 
That means that people in the regions suffer greater amounts of crime within their communities than their 
population suggests they should, particularly serious crime. When members look through this budget at the way 
funds have been distributed, they will see that we have targeted people at risk in the community, particularly 
people in Indigenous communities and rural and regional communities. The program that the minister outlined 
earlier is one such program. I will go through the programs. Under community service there is $43.5 million for 
support and protection services for children and young people, support for individuals at risk or in crisis and 
additional child protection staff. There is $27.9 million for responsible parenting in regional areas. There is 
$6 million for the Foodbank project. There is $195 000 for expanding school breakfasts. There is $49.7 million 
for improved access to community child health services; a big part of that is speech pathology. One aspect that 
members will find is that if children cannot speak properly or cannot speak in a way that their peers expect them 
to, that causes them huge problems in adjustment and criminality. 

Several members interjected. 
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Mr C.C. PORTER: When we look into education, we are providing extra funding for the tutoring of subclass 
457 visa children—again, a highly important program. There is funding for infrastructure spending on schools in 
the regions—again, highly important for crime prevention. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Thank you, members!  

Mr C.C. PORTER: There is $13 million for short-stay accommodation. There is $15 million for Aboriginal 
housing in the Kimberley. By targeting education, health, welfare and housing, we are actually doing something 
about crime prevention and rates of crime, rather than just talking about doing something with respect to those 
things. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr C.C. PORTER: Finally, one of the excellent initiatives, which again has been funded through royalties for 
regions, is that we are devoting in excess of $49 million for expanding the youth justice services—which have 
been running very successfully in Kalgoorlie and Geraldton—throughout the north west of this state. That will 
undoubtedly reduce rates of juvenile incarceration. Again, whereas we have had talk from the opposition about 
what should happen, we have here an actual performance in targeting funds to regional at-risk communities in 
areas that we know contribute to crime. It is an absolutely exceptional budget for crime prevention. 
 


